Sutton on Trent Parish Council
Village Hall at Strawberry Fields

Update January 2023
As we start the New Year the Council would like to update you on progress with the Hall and ask for your continued support through completion of a brief questionnaire.

During last year some big steps forward were taken in the planning of the Hall.

The background to the project

When the development at Strawberry Fields (known locally at the time as “The Nurseries”) was first proposed by the developer (Charles Church / Persimmon) the Parish Council and the Sports Club charity jointly took the opportunity to attempt to use this to achieve a long-held ambition of many local residents to get a publicly owned Hall built in a central location within the village. Later the Parish Council took the lead on this as the Sports Club pursued the aim of renovating and improving facilities at the Sports Club and both organisations continue to work together with the aim of providing facilities that support the needs of the community.
A survey was undertaken in 2013 to establish the views of residents. The high level of interest can be seen from the fact that of the 587 households at that time in the village 427 (73%) completed the survey of which 98% supported the ambition to build a new Hall and 70% of those wanted it to be built on the Nurseries as part of the housing development planned for that location.

Other smaller scale surveys since that time have continued to support this view. As a result the Parish Council has worked hard since that time to deliver what you, the people we serve, have said you wanted.
The need for the Hall

The following uses have been suggested for the Hall
-Village organisations meetings such as Parish Council

-Long term home for the library

-Restarting of Youth Club

-Childrens’ parties

-Social events suitable to the location

-Non-profit making base with good IT for those who want to work from home but don’t have good internet access or appropriate space at home.

The Parish Council is also conscious that over the last decade a number of venues for village activities have been lost and the Council has been powerless to offer an alternative. We want to ensure that in future, by grasping the opportunity now presented, the Council will be able to be centrally involved in responding to the changing needs of the village.

The funds and the plan
After representations on your behalf by the Parish Council the planning authority (Newark and Sherwood District Council) made it a condition of the granting of planning permission for the Strawberry Fields housing development that the developer should make a plot of land and £239,620, called a Community Facilities Contribution (CFC) available to the Parish Council to build a Hall on Strawberry Fields. This together with £108,445 of Parish Council reserves produces a sum available of £348,065. It is important to note that the CFC can only be used for the purpose agreed between Newark and Sherwood and the developer and if not used in that way within a prescribed period of time both the land and the CFC of £239,620 will be lost to the village.
The first plan produced by the Parish Council for the Hall was costed and found to be unaffordable. A revised plan for a smaller facility but with potential for later extension if required was therefore produced earlier last year and made available by the Parish Council for public comment, following which it also was costed by an expert. Again, partly because of recent price inflation in the building industry, it was clear the Council had insufficient funds to achieve the revised build in one phase. At the end of last year your Council therefore agreed that the scheme would be split into 2 phases. Phase 1 would build the shell to the stage of a weatherproofed building. The sum available was costed as adequate to achieve this. Phase 2, to complete the scheme, would then require fundraising and community support and in total would cost in the region of £200,000
This approach will enable us to make progress on the scheme to the extent of ensuring that the land and the CFC are secured for the village and cannot be reclaimed even if the scheme has not been entirely completed within the prescribed period. It will ensure the village finally has a publicly owned village centre facility which has a secure long term future. 
YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT

Please take the time to complete the brief questionnaire which you can access by XXXXXX. We have to make some big decisions soon on things like accepting ownership of the land, tendering and contracting (if the tender price is acceptable) for Phase 1.

We’d like to ask for your continued support, also whether the uses described in this update are supported by you and whether you would like to suggest any additional uses. (On this last point please don’t forget that we also have the renovated Sports Club Hall for larger gatherings or those that involve a lot of car parking. These two facilities are intended to complement each other.)
